Welcome to today’s NCSFPA training!
Our topic today is…
“Working with Legislature to Promote
and Support CSFP”
Thanks for joining us! Please…
Please rename yourself and include your name and
organization.
Put yourself on mute when others are speaking.
State your name, state, and organization when speaking.
Feel free to enter comments and questions in the chat.

Introductions
Today’s training is a look at a “year in the life” of how NCSFPA
communicates with USDA, members of Congress, and their
committees that support and fund CSFP.
Our presenters today are…
Frank Kubik from Focus HOPE in Detroit, Michigan. Frank has
years of experience working with elected representatives,
Farm Bill Committee members, Appropriation Committee
members, and Congressional Subcommittees through
requested testimony on the value of CSFP.
Tom Priest works for The State of Michigan. Tom has worked
with CSFP and TEFAP for the past 10 years and is the current
NCSFPA Board President. More importantly, Tom knows Frank.

Introductions
Please enter your name, state, and organization in
the chat while we share our NSCFPA Board
information.
Thank you!
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NCSFPA, USDA, and Congress
The NCSFPA Board is in contact with USDA and members of Congress. Like
most relationships, it takes regular communication to keep each other
informed and involved in supporting shared goals, meeting with elected
officials and their staff.
The NCSFPA Board invites USDA National Office staff to our board meetings
four times a year. We submit questions, get responses, and have discussion on
current topics that affect CSFP. This is a welcome chance to build an ongoing
relationship with USDA.
The board also contacts or responds to members of Congress throughout the
year to keep CSFP planning on track to meet budget and planning deadlines.
While the efforts we will discuss tend to take place at the same time each
year, they are subject to delays. All timelines are anticipated timelines.

House and Senate Sign-on Letters
• A “sign-on” letter is like a petition in Congress. They are circulated by champions in
Congress to ask other members to join them in showing their support for an issue.
NCSFPA works to support this process for CSFP.
• The number of signers on these letters set a marker for just how much support an issue
area has.
• As leaders of the committee start writing their annual spending bill, having clear support
from their colleagues is important when they are deciding how to divide up their budget
for the year.
• These letters can have a lot of sway with leadership when a strong number of their
colleagues are asking them to support a cause – especially if it shows bipartisan support!
•

Source https://results.org/blog/fy22-global-sign-on-letters/
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Budget Process and Hearings
• The President is required to submit to Congress a proposed budget by the first Monday in
February. This budget is a comprehensive examination of federal revenues and spending.
• Within six weeks of the President’s budget submission, congressional committees are
required to submit their “views and estimates” of spending and revenues within their
respective jurisdictions to the House and Senate Appropriations Committees.
• These views and estimates, along with information from other sources, including NCSFPA, are
then used by each Appropriation Committee in drafting and reporting a concurrent resolution
on the budget to its respective house.
• Other information is gathered by the Appropriation Committees in reports and hearing
testimony, which NCSFPA provides each year.
Source
https://budget.house.gov/sites/democrats.budget.house.gov/files/documents/crs%20budget%20overview.pdf

Budget Process Timeline

Budget Hearings Timeline

The “Farm Bill”
The “Farm Bill” is a package of legislation passed roughly once every five years that has
a tremendous impact on farming livelihoods, how food is grown, and what kinds of
foods are grown.
Covering programs ranging from crop insurance for farmers to healthy food access for
low-income families and seniors, the farm bill sets the stage for our food and farm
systems.
Every five years (or so), the farm bill expires and is updated. It goes through an extensive
process where it is proposed, debated, and passed by Congress and is then signed into
law by the President.
Each farm bill has a unique title, and the current farm bill is called the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018. It was enacted into law in December 2018 and expires in
2023.
Source https://sustainableagriculture.net/our-work/campaigns/fbcampaign/what-is-the-farm-bill/

Farm Bill “Timeline” and Impact on CSFP
Given the nature of the Farm Bill, the “timeline” is not always exact as it moves from the
last Farm Bill to the next about every five years.
The Farm Bill includes the reauthorization of CSFP, allowing the program to continue for
the next five years. This is separate from the Budget process, which establishes funding.
It also provides an opportunity to make regulatory changes to the bill. The CSFP you know
today is very different that it was twenty years ago. Farm Bills have incorporated changes
such as:
• Removing Mothers, Infants, and Children from the program to focus on Seniors
• Making improvements to administrative funding structure
• Allowing a three-year certification process for participants

Farm Bill Path to Reauthorization

NCSFPA Legislative Work Timeline

NCSFPA Legislative Work Timeline

How You Can Help
Awareness of CSFP is the most valuable asset in getting the support needed to keep the
program running strong. Elected officials change from year to year. Established relationships
end and new ones begin. The conversation never ends…
When your agency invites a local elected representative and/or senator to a CSFP
distribution, they get to see the program in action. These visits show their support for
seniors and gives them a chance to hear about CSFP from participants, staff, and volunteers.
If you do plan a visit, send out a press release to get some media coverage for your program.
Visits are an opportunity to say “Please remember this visit when the CSFP Sign-On letter
arrives at your office at the start of the year. Our participants would appreciate your
support.” If you are limited on promoting the program, contact the NCSFPA Board and send
us details on the visit and we can connect with your representative and/or senator on your
behalf.

Discussion/Questions
We will start with the questions in the chat as we
move into our discussion…

