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Where it began

I can't begin to knowin'
But then I know it's growing strong

Was in the spring
And spring became the summer

Who'd have believed you'd come along

And so it began…

Sweet Caroline, Neil Diamond, Summer, 1969



(b) additional direct distribution or other programs, without
regard to whether such area is under the food stamp program or
a system of direct distribution, to provide, in the immediate
vicinity of their place of permanent residence, either directly or
through a State or local welfare agency, an adequate diet to
other needy children and low-income persons determined by the
Secretary of Agriculture to be suffering, through no fault of their
own, from general and continued hunger resulting from
insufficient food: Provided, That in making such determinations,
the Secretary shall take into consideration the age; income;
location and income of parents, if a minor; and employability.

PL 90-463, Department of Agriculture and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
1969

August 8, 1968

And so it began…



But in the past few years we have awakened to the distressing 
fact that despite our material abundance and agricultural 
wealth, many Americans suffer from malnutrition. Precise 
factual descriptions of its extent are not presently available, 
but there can be no doubt that hunger and malnutrition exist 
in America, and that some millions may be affected.

That hunger and malnutrition should persist in a land such as 
ours is embarrassing and intolerable. But it is an exceedingly 
complex problem, not at all susceptible to fast or easy 
solutions.

Text of President's Message to Congress on 
Proposals to Combat Hunger in U.S. – May 7,1969



The White House Conference on Food, Nutrition and 
Health was convened at the behest of President Richard 
M. Nixon to focus national attention on the nutritional 
needs and problems of all Americans. This first White 
House conference of the Nixon administration was 
designed to advise the President on how best to end 
hunger and malnutrition among the poor in the United 
States. The goal of the conference was to lay a 
foundation for a national nutrition policy.

White House Conference on Food, Nutrition 
and Health

December 2-4, 1969



 San Francisco, California
 Conejos County, Colorado
 Denver, Colorado
 Weld County, Colorado
 Washington, DC
 Des Moines, Iowa
 New Orleans, Louisiana
 Pine Ridge Reservation, South Dakota
 Dyer County, Tennessee
 Memphis/MAP-South, Tennessee
 Memphis-Shelby, Tennessee

CSFP Operations Begin



SEC. 9. The Child Nutrition Act of 1966 is further amended by adding at the end thereof a 
new section as follows: 

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD PROGRAM 
"SEC, 17. (a) During each of the fiscal years ending June 30,1973, and June 30,1974, the 
Secretary shall make cash grants to the health department or comparable agency of each 
State for the purpose of providing funds to local health or welfare agencies or private 
nonprofit agencies of such State serving local health or welfare needs to enable such 
agencies to carry out a program under which supplemental foods will be made available 
to pregnant or lactating women and to infants determined by competent professionals to 
be nutritional risks because of inadequate nutrition and inadequate income. Such 
program shall be operated for a two-year period and may be carried out in any area of the 
United States without regard to whether a food stamp program or a direct food 
distribution program is in effect in such area. 

PL 92-433 September 26, 1972 

WIC is Created



 SEC. 4. [7 U.S.C. 612c note] (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 
Secretary may, during fiscal years 2008 through 2012, purchase and distribute 
sufficient agricultural commodities with funds appropriated from the general fund of 
the Treasury to maintain the traditional level of assistance for food assistance 
programs as are authorized by law, including but not limited to distribution to 
institutions (including hospitals and facilities caring for needy infants and children), 
supplemental feeding programs serving women, infants, and children or elderly 
persons, or both, wherever located, disaster areas, summer camps for children, the 
United States Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, and Indians, whenever a tribal 
organization requests distribution of federally donated foods pursuant to section 4(b) 
of the Food Stamp Act of 1977. In providing for commodity distribution to Indians, the 
Secretary shall improve the variety and quantity of commodities supplied to Indians in 
order to provide them an opportunity to obtain a more nutritious diet.



Agriculture And Consumer Protection Act Of 1973, PL 93-86, August 10, 1973

The Program is Authorized



COMMODITY DISTRIBUTION PROGRAMS

SEC. 1304.
(b) Effective October 1, 1977, the Agriculture and Consumer Protection Act of 1973,
as amended, is amended by

(1) redesignating section 5 as section 6 ; and
(2) inserting after section 4 a new section 5 as follows :
"SEC. 5. (a) In carrying out the supplemental feeding program or

local agencies. (hereinafter referred to as the 'commodity supplemental food
program') to which reference is made in section 4 of this Act,

Food and Agriculture Act of 1977, PL 95-113, September 29, 1977

CSFP is Formalized



CSFP Funding History

$0

$50,000,000

$100,000,000

$150,000,000

$200,000,000

$250,000,000

President's Request

Final



 FY 1988 – Illinois, Kansas, Minnesota, New Mexico, New York, Oregon

 FY 1989 – Michigan expansion

 FY 1991 – Pennsylvania

 FY 1993, 1994, 1995 – Ohio

 FY 2000 – Mississippi, Montana, Ohio, Texas, Vermont

 FY 2002 – Missouri, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Washington, Wisconsin

 FY 2003 – Alaska, Indiana, Nevada, South Carolina

 FY 2010 – New states with approved plans (Arkansas, Delaware, Georgia, Maine, New Jersey, 
Oklahoma, Utah)

 FY 2015 - Connecticut , Florida, Hawaii, Idaho, Maryland, Massachusetts, Rhode Island 

 FY 2017 – West Virginia (Based on resources made available by budget request)

 FY 2018 – Wyoming, Puerto Rico, Seminole Nation in Oklahoma (Based on resources made 
available by budget request)

 FY 2019 – Alabama, Spirit Lake Sioux Tribe in North Dakota, and the Shingle Springs Band of 
Miwok Indians in California (Based on resources made available by appropriations action)

Appropriations Adds States



Thirteen Years Ago



“I do regret, frankly, that the budget does not include that and
I hope that you all do view it well.”

Secretary Perdue, April 18, 2018
House Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee

“(The Food Box Program) was the beginning of the origin of 
our Harvest Box idea for SNAP… While the budget doesn’t 
reflect that I can’t give you a justification for that.  I think I’m a 
big fan of that.  I know a lot of Seniors depend on it.”

Secretary Perdue, April 11, 2019
Senate Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee

Appropriations – House & Senate 
Hearings on CSFP Funding



 Thank you to NCSFPA Members who reached
out to their Congressmen and Senators.

 House - 136 signers, 34 states, the District of
Columbia, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands.
Last year, 103 signers, 33 states

 Senate – 32 signers from 24 states. Up from 28
signers from 22 states last year

Appropriations –
Congressional Letters



 FY 1982 House Appropriations Report (House Report 97-
172):

 The recommended funding level for the Commodity
Supplemental Food Program represents the amount
needed to maintain the September 1981 end of fiscal year
participation level of 113,000 people. In addition to
maintaining participation levels, the bill includes $900,0000
for the pilot senior citizen supplemental feeding programs,
contingent upon enactment authorizing legislation which is
now being considered by the House.

The Elderly Pilot Program



 FY 1982 Appropriations Conference Report (House Report 
97-313):

Amendment No. 94: Reported in technical disagreement.
The managers on the part of the House will offer a motion to
recede and concur in the Senate amendment with an
amendment as follows:

Restore the matter stricken by said amendment, amended to
read as follows:, of which not to exceed $500,000 shall be
available for the pilot supplemental food program when
authorized by law.

The Elderly Pilot Program



 Agriculture and Food Act of 1981 (Pub.L. 97–98)
Sec. 1335. Effective October 1, 1981, section 5(a) of the
Agriculture and Consumer Protection Act of 1973 is amended
to read as follows:

“(a) In carrying out the supplemental food program
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘commodity supplemental
food program’ under section 4 of this Act, the Secretary (1)
may institute two pilot projects directed at low-income elderly
persons, including where feasible, distribution of commodities
to such persons in their homes, which projects shall operate no
longer than two years.”

The Elderly Pilot Program



 FY 1983 House Appropriations Report (House Report 
97-800)

 CSFP funded as a separate line item

 “The funding level recommended by the Committee 
will provide for the continuation of this program at 
current services levels, including $900,000 for the 
operation of senior citizen commodity supplemental 
pilot projects in Detroit, New Orleans, and sufficient 
funds are available for Des Moines.”

The Elderly Pilot Program



 Food Security Act of 1985 (P.L. 99-198)

Sec. 1562. 

“(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in 
implementing the commodity supplemental food program 
under section 4 of the Agriculture and Consumer Protection 
Act of 1973, the Secretary of Agriculture shall allow agencies 
distributing agricultural commodities to low-income elderly 
people under such programs on the date of enactment of 
this Act to continue such distribution at levels no lower than 
existing caseloads.”

The Elderly Pilot Program



 Agricultural Act of 2014 (P.L. 113-79)

Sec. 4102. 

‘‘(g) ELIGIBILITY.—Except as provided in 
subsection (m), the States shall only provide assistance 
under the commodity supplemental food program to 
low-income persons aged 60 and older.’’

The Elderly Pilot Program



Questions


