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What is the NCSFPA? 



NCSFPA 

 Mission Statement 
   

 

 The National CSFP Association mission  

 is to provide leadership in program 

advocacy, accountability, delivery of 

healthy foods and nutrition education 



What does “Leadership” mean? 

  

 “Leadership” is viewed by the Board of 

Directors in a very broad sense so that 

there is latitude in assessing the needs of 

the Association over time and allowance 

for flexibility as the Association needs 

change. 



The Board of Directors has identified 

“Leadership” priorities as: 

• Advocacy (Education of Congress) 

• Advocacy Education of Association Members 

• New State Support  

• Becoming more active in providing Association 
Members legislative training opportunities 

• Best Practices: Idea sharing on a wide range of 
CSFP Best Practice programmatic and 
operational issues  

• Maintaining an ongoing 
relationship/communications with USDA 

 

 

 



How are these priorities 

implemented? 

• The Board and Board Committees work with the 

assistance of Association Membership to ensure the 

priority activities of the Association are accomplished. 

This is done through: 

• Advocacy = Education Committee work 

• Training = Conference Committee work 

• Membership Communications = Marketing Committee 

work 

• Nutrition Education = Nutrition Committee work 

• Strong USDA Relationships = Ongoing Board 

Communications work 



 

 

   What is the Associations  

    Vision for CSFP? 



NCSFPA  

Vision Statement  

 

 Healthy foods and nutrition education 

for all eligible seniors, mothers, infants 

and children through the Commodity 

Supplemental Food program in  

    all 50 states 



 

 

 

 

 

 

To understand this vision it is 

helpful to understand the history 

and growth of CSFP over the years  



The original formation of the 

NCSFPA began in 1988  

• This occurred as the result of concern that all 

parts of the country should be actively involved 

in advocating for CSFP both Congressionally 

and with USDA to ensure that the program was 

adequately funded and continued to grow 

nationally. 

• The impetus for this growth and initial Executive 

Board leadership for the NCSFPA in its early 

days came from Focus Hope in Detroit, MI and 

Catholic Charities in New Orleans, LA. 



Over the years CSFP state and local agencies has met and grown 

through advocacy and educational opportunities 

• NCSFPA Conference Locations: 

• 1988: Detroit, MI 

• 1991: Denver, CO 

• 1994: Detroit, MI 

• 1993: Albuquerque, NM 

• 1995: New Orleans, LA 

• 1997: Chicago, IL 

• 1999: New Orleans, LA 

• 2001: Phoenix, AZ 

• 2002: Omaha, NE 

• 2003: Jackson, MS 

• 2004: Washington, DC 

• 2005: Pasadena, CA 

• 2006: Dallas, TX 

• 2007: Washington, DC 

• 2008:  New Orleans, LA 

• 2009: St Louis, MO 

• 2010: Atlanta, GA 

• 2011: San Francisco, CA 

• 2012: Chicago, IL 

• 2013: Salt Lake City, UT 



 
During these National Conferences 

Educational activities were provided  

that were designed to build:  
 

*Strong networking relationships  

among Association Membership 

*Strong Advocacy Skills 

within the Association Membership 

*Strong Program Operational  Skills for both new 

and long term CSFP program staff 

* Strong partnership relationships with our 

National Hunger Partners on behalf of CSFP 

*Strong ongoing Association Membership 

relationships with USDA staff 



Over the years these goals 

have come together to 

achieved the end result of the 

following pattern of growth for 

CSFP nationally. 



The History of CSFP Expansion 
CSFP was created by Congress in 1969 to address hunger in specific population groups in a way that mutually promotes  

agriculture policy and alleviates hunger through the use of  food commodities acquired under government farm supports. 

 The following maps  show how the program has grown over the last 13 years as a result of  the National CSFP Association  

advocating for expansion. 

In 1999 there were 17 States and the District of  Columbia participating in the Commodity Supplemental Food Program. 



In 2000 there were 5 new States added to CSFP bringing the total participating States to 23. 

 



One state was added in 2001 bringing the total to 24 States participating in CSFP. 



2002 saw the addition of  5 new States which brings the total to 29 States. 



In 2003 there were 4 new States added bringing the total to 33 participating States. 

 



There were no new States added until 2010 where we saw 7 new States start participating in CSFP bringing the total to 40. 

 



Currently there are 39 States, the District of Columbia and 2 Indian Tribal Organizations 

participating in CSFP.  
 

6 States have approved State Plans with the USDA and are waiting for funding to be authorized 

to allow them to start participating.  
 

When this happens there will only be 5 States not participating in the program. 



To achieve this growth over the years 

much work has needed to occur. 

• Strong grass root hunger advocates dedicated 

to CSFP needed to develop in the midst of often 

challenging political environments 

• Both CSFP programmatic and legislative skill 

sets needed to be developed and nurtured 

among NCSFPA Membership  

• Strong relationships needed to be developed 

with national hunger advocacy allies  

• Relationships were built with USDA  



To continue the Mission and Vision of 

NCSFPA much work still needs to be 

done! 

NCSFPA and consequently CSFP only 
succeeds and flourishes through the 

hard work and dedication of its 
Membership! 


