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NATIONAL CSFP ASSOCIATION 
 Board of Directors Conference Call Meeting 

 

Thursday, April 12, 2011 Minutes 

                         
APPROVED 

 
I. WELCOME & ROLL CALL  (1:00 – 1:05pm) 
Called to Order By: Secretary Kathleen Devlin with a quorum.  In attendance:  Donald Farrell; 
Keri Thompson; Jerilin Nunu; Mark Lowry; Carol Richburg; Vanessa Franco; Terri Drefke; Matt 
Gassen; Pat Pearson.   
  
Excused: Brian Greene; Matt McElhaney; George Matysik; Mindy Rapp; Carol Richburg 
 
Absent: 
 
(1) Vacant Local Agency BOD Seat 
  
Consent Agenda: (1:05 – 1:10pm) 
 
II. APPROVAL OF MARCH BOARD MEETING MINUTES  
 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MARCH FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
Matt Gassen moved to accept the March Minutes and March Fiscal Report as submitted. Mark 
Lowry seconded.  All items were passed by unanimous consent. 
 
Board Discussion Item: (1:05 -1:10pm) 
  
IV. Education Committee Discussion 
 

As George was unavailable to facilitate the Education Committee Conversation 
planned, Kathleen requested of the Board members who are part of the Education 
Committee to provide feedback on what activities are currently taking place in 
Washington, Dc as well as within the Education Committee.  
  
Mark Lowry shared with the Board that during the last Board call we had talked about 
long term goals related to Advocacy within the House and Senate letters. Mark 
reported that they had received good feedback on House letter. Because the Senate 
letter had such a short turnaround it had not had as successful a response.  
 
Donald shared that he had recently been to a training on “How to communicate with 
you Legislator” at his agency. Donald offered to share the power point slides via email 
next week with the BOD’s.  
 



 2 

Mark also reported that it was anticipated that the House and Senate Sub-
Committees would soon start marking up bills on April 23, 2012.  
 
Matt Gassen shared that Roger Szemraj the NCSFPA Education Committee 
Consultant had emailed the Education Committee on April 11, and his summary 
indicated that currently on the radar for upcoming legislative activities were timelines 
for House and Senate Agriculture Appropriation Committee work. It is anticipated that 
next week (April 18) the House reconciliation on the McGovern bill will be discussed. 
On the Senate side the Farm Bill draft is due on (April 20). The Senate Agriculture 
Committee Bill for 2013 is due to be Marked Up by the end of the month. There was a 
potential coalition sign on letter being floated which Frank Kubik has already 
responded to on behalf of the Education Committees Appropriations Sub-Committee.  
 
Kathleen inquired as to if Education Committee and Board Members had any recent 
opportunities to speak with Under Secretary Concannon as he had been on a number 
of visits across the country recently. Matt G. indicated that he saw him recently and 
the Undersecretary talked about CSFP “seniors only” –options in the Farm Bill being 
cost neutral. 

  
Mark indicated that members of the NCSFPA Board’s Executive Committee in tandem 
with the Education Committee traditionally visited the Undersecretary in Washington, 
DC in early summer. He anticipated that this activity would occur again this year. 

   
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS (1:10 – 1:20pm) 

 Assigned State Reports- Kathleen Devlin reported to the Board that she had only 
received a small number of Assigned State reports to date. Kathleen requested that 
reports be completed and sent to her ASAP.   
 
Kathleen thanked those who have already completed their reports. A report will be 
compiled once they have all been received and sent out to the Board. Kathleen 
requested that Board members who have received any new Membership contact 
information please forward this to her and Donald so that the email contact lists can be 
kept up to date. 

      

VI. NEW BUSINESS (1:20) 
 

None 
 

VII. MEETING adjourned at 1:20 pm EST with a motion by Teri Drefke and a second by 
Mark Lowry.   

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kathleen Devlin  
Secretary 
 

 
 
NOTE: These minutes are in draft format until approved by the Board on its next regularly 
scheduled call.  Financial reports are available upon request 


