
 1 

 
 

NATIONAL CSFP ASSOCIATION 
 Board of Directors Conference Call Meeting 

 

Thursday, July 11, 2013 Minutes 
                         

APPROVED 

 

I. WELCOME & ROLL CALL  (1:00 – 1:05pm) 
Called to Order By: Kathleen Devlin in Brian Greene’s Absence with a quorum.  In attendance: 
George Matysik; Donald Farrell;  Matt McElhaney; Mark Lowry;  Stephanie Gausch; Tim 
Robertson; Gregory Ellis; Carol Richburg; Vanessa Franco; Pat Pearson; Teri Lawhorn. Also in 
attendance Jennifer Wright reporting on behalf of Senior SNAP Survey Team.  
 
Excused: Brian Greene; Jerilin Nunu; Kevin Peach 
 

Absent:  
 

Consent Agenda: (1:05 – 1:10 pm) 
 

II. APPROVAL OF JUNE BOARD MEETING MINUTES  
It was requested that a correction to the June attendance be made to include Teri 
Lawhorn as present.   

 

III. APPROVAL OF JUNE FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 

Teri Lawhorn moved to accept the June Minutes and June Fiscal Report as submitted 
pending correction of Minutes attendance as noted above.  Tim Robertson seconded.  All 
items were passed by unanimous consent. 

 

Board Discussion Items: (1:10 -1:15 pm)  
  

IV.   TBD: Brian Greene-  
As Brian was not on the call the discussion was opened to the group. Mark Lowry 
indicated that there was significant Farm Bill Action over the past several days that 
should be discussed by the Board. It was agreed that this item would be tabled as it 
would be discussed under the Education Committee Update later in the call. 

 

V. OLD BUSINESS (1:15 – 1:20 pm) 

 Caseload Attrition Ad Hoc Committee Call Report: Greg Ellis 
There was not a meeting of this group since the last Board Call. However Greg 
reported that there had been ongoing discussions in NY related to under utilized 
caseload in certain portions of the state most impacted by Hurricane Sandy.  He 
indicated that this is making caseload management a challenge for NY at this time 
as there is a request for significant and rapid caseload enrollment in areas that are 
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unaffected by Sandy in an effort to prevent NY from being at risk of loosing 
existing caseload as a result of the Hurricanes effect in certain parts of NY.  

 
      

VI. NEW BUSINESS (1:20 – 1:45 pm) 
  

 Conference Committee Update: Kathleen Devlin for Jerilin Nunu 
Enid Borden President and CEO of The National Foundation To End Senior 
Hunger (NFESH) will be this years opening speaker. Ms Borden is the former 
President and CEO of the Meals On Wheels Association of America.  
 
Kathleen also indicted that the National Hunger Leaders will also be asked to 
present in break out advocacy sessions this year, in addition to their participation 
at the open legislative session. 
 
The Conference Committee will be providing Registration and Hotel information in 
early August. These items will be available via the on line SALSA registration tools 
as well as on the NCSFPA website.   

 

 Fresh and Frozen Membership Survey: Kathleen Devlin / Jennifer Wright 
Kathleen requested that Jennifer Wright load in the Fresh and Frozen Survey 
items into the NCSFPA survey tool.  
 
Jennifer Wright relayed that the survey has been broken into two surveys. The first 
is for State Agencies and the second for local agencies. This format will allow for 
easier break down of information.  
 

 Senior SNAP Survey: Kathleen Devlin / Jennifer Wright 
Kathleen indicated that Jennifer Wright had been working on compiling the Senior 
SNAP Survey results and would be providing a full report at this year’s annual 
conference. Kathleen indicated that there would be a press release following the 
conference related to the survey data. 
 
Kathleen also noted that Jennifer Wright was close to the completion of her VISTA 
year at Philabundance and thanked her for her work on behalf of NCSFPA and in 
particular her work with the Education Committee. One of Jennifer’s roles over the 
past year has been to work on this survey in support of the NCSFPA Education 
Committee. Kathleen also noted that she was very pleased to announce that 
Jennifer had just been hired by Philabundance as a full time staff member and as 
such Jennifer would continue to offer supports to the NCSFPA Board into the 
future.  

 
Jennifer provided the Board with a snap shot of information gleaned from the 
assessment to date from the Senior SNAP Survey data. 

o Over 32,000 respondents participated in the Survey 
o 50% of the respondents were from Urban locations 
o 30% of the respondents were from Suburban locations  
o 20% of the respondents were from Rural locations 
o 60% DID NOT receive SNAP Benefits 
o 70% had never applied for SNAP and of this group 55% DID know how to 

apply but had chosen NOT to apply 
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o 1/5 of those that had applied were denied SNAP benefits 
o 1/6 of those that respondents said they did not apply as the benefits were 

not worth applying for 
o ½ of the respondents provided text responses  
 

 Education Committee Activities Update: Kathleen Devlin- Kathleen reported 
that the majority of the focus in Washington, DC in the month of June has been 
related to SNAP activities in the Farm Bill. Kathleen reported that the Farm Bill 
discussion has been contentious and unprecedented in its attack on SNAP. 
Information has been coming in from various NCSFPA national partner sources 
and as of early 7-11-13 the following information was available related to the Farm 
Bill.  

 

1. House Farm Bill Action:  
 
Information from NCSFPA Education Committee Approriations Lead Frank 
Kubik: Last night the House Rules Committee approved the rule for considering 
H.R. 2642, which also includes separating the nutrition title from the remaining 
provisions of H.R. 1947, a complete Farm Bill that was reported out of the House 
Agriculture Committee by a 36-10 bipartisan vote. 

 
Frank indicated that it is being reported in the press that: 

The general concensus  from the American Farm Bureau Federation is that 
they are very disappointed in this action. This is because the "marriage" 
between the nutrition and farm communities has been developed and has 
cooperatively been adopting comprehensive farm legislation for decades 
and this collaboration has worked to ensure all Americans and the nation 
benefited for years. 

 
Additionally the  American Farm Bureau Federation  is concerned that 
without a workable nutrition title, it will prove to be nearly impossible to 
adopt a bill that can be successfully conferenced with the Senate's version, 
thus it will be difficult to receive approval by both the House and Senate and 
receive a signature from the President. 

 
Further the American Farm Bureau Federation  indicated that this change 
could also repeal the permanent law contained in H.R. 2642. This new 
provision has received absolutely no discussion in any of the processes 
leading up to the passage of the bill out of either the House or Senate 
Agriculture Committees. Therefore to replace permanent law governing 
agricultural programs without hearing from a single witness on what that law 
should be replaced with is not how good policy is developed. 

 
Information from NCSFPA Consultant Roger Szemraj: On 7-11-13 the House 
will take up the Farm Bill; they are proposing that the nutrition title be stripped out 
of the existing Bill.  While the focus has been on changes in the SNAP program, 
removing the nutrition title means that provisions related to CSFP and TEFAP are 
also excluded from today's bill. 
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The discussion regarding splitting the Farm Bill in two suggests that the House 
may take up a separate bill dealing with nutrition programs.  What that bill might be 
and when it will occur is not yet known.   

 
There is also a suggestion that having the House pass the farm-programs only bill 
will get the Farm Bill to conference with the Senate, and the nutrition programs 
could be handled there.  Again, this is only a suggestion because if there remain 
members in the House who want to separate farm and nutrition programs into two 
bills, it is hard to know how they would vote if a bill is recombined after conference. 

Breaking News from FRAC as of early morning 7-11-13:  

House to Vote on “Split Farm Bill” Today: FRAC indicated that the House has 
started debate on its new farm bill, H.R. 2642, which only includes the agricultural 
provisions of the farm bill.  FRAC indicated that to date House Majority Leadership 
has used every opportunity to cut and weaken SNAP. FRAC is strongly opposed 
to any legislation that does not protect SNAP and that leaves it vulnerable to cuts.  

 
2. Current news related to Senate Appropriations Activities:  
 
The full Appropriations Committee marked up $202.7 million for CSFP next year. 
They also included this language in regards to new states: 
 
The Education Committee was successful in working with the States with 
Approved State Plans with no current funding to assist then in sending in Letters of 
Support to their Senators. MA; CT; RI; MD; ID and HI anti-hunger advocates were 
urged to contact their Senators and request an additional $5 million to be allocated 
in the 2014 Appropriations Bill to fund caseload start up in these new states.  
 
As a result language was added that states: 

 
“The Committee is aware that there are additional states that have approved 
applications to participate in the Commodity Supplemental Food Program, and 
encourages USDA to work to provide sufficient funding for these states in future 
budget requests.”   

 
NCSFPA Education Committee Appropriations leads worked very closely with a 
member of the subcommittee to get this language included. Our next efforts will be 
to make sure that this language ends up in the final version of the bill. The current 
language will be very helpful moving forward. We are not sure when the bill will hit 
the Senate floor. 

 
3. House Appropriations Activities:  
 
The full Appropriations Committee marked up $202.7 million for CSFP next year 
as well. There was floor action scheduled for the last week of June but it was 
postponed and not rescheduled. It is expected to hit the floor soon. We are hopeful 
there will be no amendments that would have a negative impact on CSFP funding.  
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Once both the House and Senate agree on their versions of the bill it is anticipated 
that they will meet in conference. There is currently no idea when that would 
happen. 
 

 Marketing Committee- Donald Farrell- Donald indicated that the Marketing Committee 
Brochure should be shared with the Board as there is still a missing section that Board 
feedback would be helpful to receive so that the Brochure can be completed. 

 
 

 

VII. MEETING adjourned at 1:45pm EST with a motion by Greg Ellis and a second by 
Donald Farrell.   

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kathleen Devlin  
Secretary 

 
 
NOTE: These minutes are in draft format until approved by the Board on its next regularly 
scheduled call.  Financial reports are available upon request 


