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NATIONAL CSFP ASSOCIATION 
 Board of Directors Conference Call Meeting 

 

National CSFP Association – Board of Directors Call, 1/9/13 

Approved Minutes 

Present: George Matysik, Donald Farrell, Tim Robertson, Carol Richburg, Jerilin Nunu, Pat Pearson, Kevin Peach, 

Vanessa Franco, Teri Lawhorn, Mark Lowry, Stephanie Gausch 

Guests: Jennifer Wright, Mindy Rapp 

Absent: Matt McElhaney 

Consent Agenda 

Since the meeting minutes from December were incomplete, Jennifer Wright agreed to add an additional 

paragraph detailing conversations after Kathleen Devlin left the call. December minutes with additional 

information will be brought back for a vote in February. The December fiscal statements were also unanimously 

approved. 

Old Business 

Before approving the 2014 budget, George Matysik brought Roger Szemraj’s contract up for discussion, noting 

that passing a budget without allocating money for Roger would not be possible. However, Donald Farrell 

responded that although Roger’s fees could be altered later, the MAZON grant required a 2014 budget; the 

approaching due date meant that a tentative budget needed to be passed. Mark Lowry moved to approve the 

tentative budget, and Stephanie Gausch seconded. All voted in favor of approving the tentative 2014 budget. 

George Matysik proposed forming an Education Committee sub-committee to re-evaluate Roger’s contract, 

examining potential other contracts and rates for comparable work. Mark Lowry stated that he would be 

interested in joining a sub-committee created for this purpose. Donald Farrell  indicated that the NCSFPA would 

soon be billed for Roger’s January retainer, and George suggested trying to resolve this issue by February. 

Confirmation of 2015 Conference Location 

George Matysik explained that he believed that holding the conference in Washington, DC, as proposed in earlier 

meetings, would provide the NCSFPA membership with a valuable opportunity to perform legislative advocacy on 

a national stage. However, Donald Farrell noted that rates to hold the conference in DC tended to be very high, 

and Carol Richburg asked if October would be the correct time of year to hold this conference in DC due to the 
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November elections. Pat Pearson also noted that MaryClaire Reischl had expressed interest in holding the 2015 

conference in Minneapolis, MN. George noted that the last weekend of October would directly conflict with “Get 

Out the Vote” weekend, and that this may not be the right weekend to a conference in DC. However, he stated 

that it would be helpful to approve a motion to hold the conference in DC, with the understanding that this could 

be changed later if necessary. Mark Lowry noted that in the past, when the conference had been held in DC, it had 

not met expectations and that while the same individuals who typically advocated on behalf of NCSFPA had the 

opportunity to meet with legislators, the general membership did not advocate. He noted that the NCSFPA would 

have to intentionally emphasize the importance of advocacy at the 2015 conference. Stephanie Gausch brought 

the motion to tentatively hold the conference in DC in 2015 up for approval, and Pat Pearson seconded. The 

board unanimously voted in favor. 

Elections Results and Board Vacancies, and New Board Member Orientations 

Mindy Rapp noted that Missy Rice had contacted her to be nominated for NCSFPA Secretary after the ballot had 

been sent to the NCSFPA membership; Missy had been out of town and had missed the deadline. George Matysik 

noted that in the event that Missy was unavailable to fill the position, Sheila Christopher would be able to act as 

Secretary if needed, but was not interested in the role otherwise.  

Donald Farrell also noted that Gregory Ellis had retired, leaving an unexpected vacancy in the Local Agency 

Director position. He said that Lisa Satin had done well in the polls for Local Agency Director, but had been edged 

out by current board members for available seats. Given the election results, he suggested that George Matysik 

contact Lisa satin to offer her the position. 

Carol Richburg explained that as long as the BOD approved of the President’s appointments for open positions, 

the President could appoint an NCSFPA member to fill a vacancy. Since the BOD had discussed the 

aforementioned individuals, George Matysik agreed to reach out to them to appoint them to these seats. 

Mindy Rapp agreed to schedule and hold new board member orientations for Lewis Clarke, Missy Rice, and Lisa 

Satin once their appointments are confirmed. 

Confirmation of Committee Chair Appointments 

George Matysik noted he would become the Chair of the Conference and Executive Committees.  Otherwise, he 

stated that the chairs for the other committees would remain the same from the 2013 appointments. 

Venues for the 2014 Conference 

Jennifer Wright presented three venues for the 2014 Conference to the BOD, noting that the venue she 

recommended would require the conference to be moved to an earlier date in October. She noted that she did 

not have contact information for the correct individuals working in DC to add a DC member to the Conference 

Committee, and noted that the decision for the hotel for 2014 would likely have to be made without the DC-based 

co-chairperson. The BOD noted that the Conference Committee would be able to move forward with booking a 

hotel prior to adding a Conference Committee member from DC. 

The BOD noted that prior to moving the Conference Date, Jennifer Wright would have to make sure that the 

USDA would be able to attend an earlier date. Carol Richburg also noted that Jennifer should check the dates of 

Feeding America’s Agency Capacity Conference to make sure that the NCSFPA Conference does not overlap with 

those dates. 
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Adjournment 

Carol Richburg proposed adjourning the meeting at 1:50 PM. The BOD unanimously approved. 

Note: Financial statements are available upon request. 

 


