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NATIONAL CSFP ASSOCIATION 
 Board of Directors Conference Call Meeting 

 

Minutes from 2/13/14 

Approved 

 

Present: Donald Farrell, Matt McElhaney, Jerilin Nunu, George Matysik, Carol Richburg, Mark Lowry, 

Teri Lawhorn, Vanessa Franco, Tim Robertson, Kevin Peach, Stephanie Gausch 

Absent: Pat Pearson, Missy Rice 

Excused: Lewis Clark, Lisa Satin 

Guests: USDA (Dana Rasmussen, Lauren King-Dillon, Carolyn Smallkowski, Akuasaah White, Michelle 

Waters and Erica Anston), Jennifer Wright (note-taking only) 

 

USDA Update – 1:05 PM – 1:30 PM 

- Dana Rasmussen stated since the 2014 Farm Bill makes CSFP a seniors-only program, the USDA 

is currently establishing the specific implementation procedures of changing this program over. 

Once these details have been solidified, the USDA will issue an implementation memo. He 

indicated that the webinar will be published sometime during the week of February 18
th

. 

o Dana also asked the NCSFPA to save the date for an upcoming one-hour USDA webinar 

dealing with this transition, tentatively scheduled for February 26
th

 at 2PM EST, and to 

informally inform the membership that this webinar would happening. 

- Dana Rasmussen noted that CSFP had been granted the full funding request proposed in the 

President’s budget, which provides $202 million for this program. He also indicated that caseload 

would be maintained at roughly 588,000, which was a greater number of caseload slots than 

expected. 

o Jerilin Nunu asked when these funds would be released, and Dana indicated that these 

funds would be released with the last 30-day advance in funds is scheduled to run out. He 

also noted that he was unsure if the funds dispersed at that point would be for 30 days of 

program operation, or if it would be for the entire year. He noted that each caseload slot 

corresponded to about $73 administrative funding dollars, and that funds would be 

prorated for the caseload slots. 

- Dana Rasmussen stated that updated income guidelines for CSFP will be issued when WIC’s 

income guidelines are released. 

- Erica Anston and Carolyn Smallkowski will be assisting with planning the 2014 Annual 

Conference.  

o Jerilin Nunu asked if a change in the date of the conference to earlier in the month of 

October would affect the ability of the USDA to attend, and particularly whether or not it 

would impact attendance from USDA Regional Office staff members. Dana Rasmussen 
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responded that it was unlikely that moving the date by a few weeks would create a huge 

impact on the USDA’s ability to attend the conference. 

o Jerilin Nunu asked if there were any preliminary results ready from the USDA’s research 

into the viability of using frozen foods & wheat squares cereal, and Dana indicated that he 

did not have any results to present. Dana Rasmussen agreed to provide an update on the 

next call when the USDA reports to the NCSFPA. 

- Lauren King-Dillon explained that CSFP juice would be distributed in greater at amounts in 

advance of the expected delivery dates. She said that this would cause the inventory calculators on 

the USDA website to appear inflated, but that CSFP local agencies would not be penalized for this 

extra inventory. 

- Jerilin Nunu asked Carolyn Smallkowski  to describe her assignments, and Carolyn explained that 

she is a program analyst with the USDA. She primarily works with CSFP, but also does some 

work with TEFAP and FDPIR. 

Consent Agenda – 1:30 PM – 1:35 PM 

- All items (January Month-End Statement and Minutes, and December Minutes) will be voted on 

during March’s meeting. 

Administrator Role – 1:35 PM – 2:00 PM 

- George Matysik brought the concept of the paid NCSFPA Administrator Role back up for 

discussion. George explained that this role would allow the NCSFPA to have a consistent source 

of competent work, and that having Kathleen Devlin in this role would ensure that Kathleen would 

be continually available to the BOD, whether or not she held an elected BOD position. He also 

noted that this role moved the NCSFPA towards greater overall organizational stability through 

the fact that paid staff had been hired. Furthermore, this position may be helpful since the 

NCSFPA had had difficulty in filling BOD slots, and this individual would be directly accountable 

to the BOD. 

- Tim Robertson noted that he questioned the value of the position since Kathleen Devlin had done 

much of her work for the NCSFPA not through her requirements from her position, but through 

her own interest in the organization. He also stated that even if the position is approved, hiring 

Kathleen without launching a formal candidate search would give the appearance of favoritism 

within the NCSFPA. Carol Richburg and Donald Farrell agreed that if the position is created, a 

formal candidate search should be conducted. 

- George Matysik suggested removing Kathleen Devlin from the conversation, and speaking solely 

about hiring a part-time NCSFPA employee.  Mark Lowry noted that past presidents had been 

able to take advantage of their staff resources to do many of the administrative tasks that the 

Administrator would be charged with. George noted that while Jennifer Wright and Jennifer Wall 

(Kathleen Devlin’s employee) had been helpful in previous years, but that the administrative 

burden placed on staff members from board members’ agencies had become too great, and that 

identifying a person whose sole responsibility was to the NCSFPA would be extremely helpful. 

- Tim Robertson asked if the fact that the organizational administrative burden was being overly 

displaced onto non-BOD members should lead to a conversation about the overall structure of the 

organization, and particularly the size of the BOD. 

- Jerilin Nunu indicated that she supported the creation of this role, as it would provide for greater 

overall organizational stability.  

- George Matysik motioned to have a vote on the creation on the administrator role, and Jerilin 

Nunu seconded. Donald Farrell and Tim Robertson voted nay; the rest of the BOD voted yea. 
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o Pursuant to this vote, George Matysik offered to lead a subcommittee charged with 

creating a job description for the NCSFPA administrator, and to present this new job 

description to the BOD on the March BOD call. This sub-committee shall include the 

following members: Tim Robertson; Carol Richburg; Jerilin Nunu; and, Kevin Peach. 

NCSFPA 2014 Annual Conference – 2:00 PM – 2:30 PM 

- George Matysik noted that although the Conference Committee had identified venues within 

Philadelphia, a major citywide convention had taken most if not all of the available hotel and 

conference space in Philadelphia on the last weekend in October. As such, for the conference to be 

held in Philadelphia, the date would have to be moved back by at least one week, if not more. 

- Jerilin Nunu offered the alternative of moving the conference to a different location, but keeping 

the date. She explained that moving the conference any earlier than it had been originally 

scheduled may cause issues for the USDA’s attendance, even if they had indicated otherwise, and 

that moving the date would be indicate inconsistency for the membership. She noted that she had 

sought out venues in South Carolina, and had also spoken with Kevin Peach about moving the 

conference to Kentucky to preserve the date if South Carolina would not work. She also indicated 

that the 2015 Conference could be moved to Philadelphia so that the work done by Philabundance 

would not be in vain. 

- Mark Lowry and Vanessa Franco indicated that they would prefer to move the date, and Carol 

Richburg indicated that a date change may be advantageous since Feeding America’s Agency 

Capacity Conference was also scheduled for the last weekend in October. Jerilin Nunu noted that 

in order to indicate to Feeding America that the NCSFPA was not willing to be cowed, the 

NCSFPA should hold firmly to its original date. George Matysik agreed that the NCSFPA should 

stick to one weekend in the future, but that since the Philadelphia conference had already 

announced and planned, the date change would be the best option for 2014. 

- Jerilin Nunu asked Carol Richburg  if the USDA typically attends the Feeding America Agency 

Capacity Conference, and Carol indicated that they did not typically do so, but may begin to do so 

because of changes to TEFAP. 

- Carol Richburg asked for the Conference Committee’s recommendation, and George Matysik 

stated that the Conference Committee had not been informed of the suggestion of moving the 

conference location for 2014. 

- George Matysik called for a vote indicating yea or nay to a date change; Mark Lowry seconded. 

o Yea – 7 total votes, including: George Matysik; Carol Richburg; Vanessa Franco; Mark 

Lowry; Matt McElhaney; Stephanie Gausch; and, Tim Robertson. 

o Nay – 4 total votes, including: Jerilin Nunu; Donald Farrell; Teri Lawhorn; and, Kevin 

Peach. 

o The Board indicated that the Conference would be held in Philadelphia and that if 

necessary, the Conference could be moved to October 19-21. 

- Mark Lowry asked why the individuals who had voted nay had cast this vote, and Donald Farrell 

and Teri Lawhorn both indicated that they were concerned about inconsistency in the dates more 

than they were concerned about inconsistency in the venue. George Matysik agreed that the 

NCSFPA would need to talk to Feeding America to ensure that this conflict does not occur in 

future years. Furthermore, he raised the idea of establishing a permanent location to provide for 

greater overall consistency, but other BOD members indicated that a major draw of the NCSFPA 

conference was visiting cities throughout the conference. Jerilin Nunu suggested tabling the 

conversation on the 2015 Conference location for another meeting. 

- Jerilin Nunu asked BOD members who had voted yea to explain why they had voted yea. Tim 

Robertson indicated that the fact that the President of the organization was located in Philadelphia 
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and the amount of work that Philabundance had put into the conference justified leaving the 

conference in Philadelphia. 

Adjournment 
Teri Lawhorn motioned to adjourn, and the meeting was adjourned at 2:30 PM. 

 

Note: Financial statements are available upon request. 

 


